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DOUBLEVIEW PRIMARY SCHOOL COMPLEX — OPENING 
Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [6.30 pm]: I am sorry 
if I have jumped the gun over one of the other members.  
I want to express my disappointment regarding the matter of Doubleview Primary School. It is a school that is not 
far away from where I live. It was a very old school and it was quite worn out before the last election. The previous 
government committed funds to its rebuilding, that duly took place and it has been operating since this time last 
year. It started to hold its classes in the new facilities a year ago and my understanding is that although the school 
administration has approached the Minister for Education and Training to have an official opening ceremony, 
something that I add is reinforced in the various guidelines from the education department as being an important 
feature of a school’s history, to my knowledge it still has not taken place. It seems that it is a school that has not 
rated on the minister’s radar at all. In April last year, already after the school had been operating for several months, 
I asked — 

(1) When will the minister be officially opening the new Doubleview Primary School complex, 
given that it has been operating since the start of the school year? 

The response I got was — 
(1)–(2) I do not know what is in my diary, I am sorry. I do not know whether a scheduled opening has 

been determined. 
That is more than the answer I got today with my question without notice about whether there had been contact, 
and whether an opening ceremony had been arranged. I was told to put it on notice. But that was on 11 April last 
year. On 12 April last year I asked — 

(1) Is the minister, after consulting her diary, able to now say when she will be officially opening 
the new Doubleview Primary School complex, given that it has been operating since the start of 
the school year? 

(2) When was that date settled upon; and, if no date has been set, why not, and will it happen before 
the end of the second semester? 

The answer was — 
(1)–(2) A date for the official opening of the redeveloped Doubleview Primary School has yet to be 

scheduled. Dates of official openings are determined in consultation with the schools involved. 
That was in April last year. Come 23 August last year, I referred to the “Official Opening of Public School Buildings” 
guidelines by the minister’s department, which recognises that official openings are a significant event for a public 
school. I referred to the earlier questions and answers and asked — 

(1) Given that the new school complex has been operating since the start of this year, when will the 
minister officially open the school? 

(2) Has the school been in contact with the minister’s office about an official opening; and, if so, 
why has a date not been set? 

The response was — 
(1)–(3) A date for the official opening of the redeveloped Doubleview Primary School has yet to be 

scheduled. Dates of official openings are determined in consultation with the schools involved. 

The information I received is that there has been contact between the school’s administration and the minister’s 
office, but they never seem to work out a date. This astonishes me.  

On 28 August, to try to tease out some further information from this government that prides itself on 
transparency, openness and the like, I referred to the minister’s partial answer regarding a failure to officially open 
Doubleview Primary School and asked — 

(1) What consultation has taken place with the school to date regarding an official opening and when 
was the last such consultation? 

(2) Why has a date not been set? 

The answer, avoiding the question entirely, was — 

(1)–(2) At this stage, there is no plan to attend an opening event. 

There it rested in August last year. On 30 August, I asked some further questions — 
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(1) Has there been any approach from the school regarding an opening ceremony? 

(2) Has there been any approach to the school from her office regarding an opening ceremony? 

(3) When and in what form did those approaches occur? 

(4) Has any failure to set a date for an opening been due to the minister not being available on dates 
suitable to the school or the school failing to accommodate a date suitable for the minister? 

(5) Does the minister intend to officially open the school this year; and, if so, what steps will she 
take to do that? 

The answer was — 

(1)–(5) There was preliminary discussion between the Department of Education — 

Not her office — 

and the school; however, a date was not set. As I said yesterday, there is currently no plan to attend an 
opening event. 

This is a public school within the metropolitan area that has been redeveloped at the state’s expense. A significant 
event in its history, namely the official opening by the government that commissioned it on behalf of the people 
in that area, on behalf of the public, has still not occurred. This is embarrassing, not for me, but for the state 
government. The minister should be embarrassed about it. What is she going to do? Open it before she closes it? 
Will that be the next tactic? “We’ll get around to a convenient date. In 10 years’ time we’ll announce it as being 
shut and will happen to have the opening ceremony so we can officially close it.” 

Hon Sue Ellery: Clearly you know we will still be government in 10 years’ time. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I will invite you along, if you are still around. 

Is that the idea? Twelve months have passed and it has not been officially opened. What will be the date of the 
official opening ceremony? Perhaps the third anniversary of its operation? Or perhaps it will be timed with the 
opening of the International School of Western Australia’s move into there? There is a great boost for the parents 
and children of that public school that the only time it will be officially opened is when another school moves in! 

Hon Sue Ellery: Do you not support that decision? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I do support it, but that is beside the point. 

Is the minister going to open the school or not, and when is she going to do it? Instead of saying things such as, 
“I don’t know”, what steps has the minister taken to ensure that this public school is given the honour of being 
opened by the minister representing the state of Western Australia and the people of this state who have funded 
it? This is an embarrassing situation and it is also embarrassing that the minister seems to not even know whether 
something is being planned in respect of this. 

I would appreciate an answer about when this is going to be done. It is not as though the minister is running around 
the metropolitan area opening schools every day. In fact, if she is too busy to do it, she has a parliamentary secretary 
being paid good money. That is what parliamentary secretaries are for, to proxy on behalf of ministers if ministers 
do not have the time. Perhaps we need to have another parliamentary secretary, so that the three of them can try to 
work out which schools they will open on particular days. It baffles me that something as significant for a public 
school as having an official opening ceremony has not been done within a year of its opening. I urge the minister, 
inconvenient though it may be, but as a sign of respect for the people in that region, the parents, the teachers and 
the children at that school, to open it before they graduate. Already a year has gone by. The children who were in 
their brand-new school this time last year have left that school; one class has already graduated and they are not 
able to look back on the fact that they were there at the opening of that new school. It is appalling and surely the 
minister could have found the time to spend a couple of hours going from her office in Dumas House, or sent her 
parliamentary secretary to do it, sometime in the past 12 months. I would appreciate an explanation of what steps 
her office is taking to liaise with that school in order to ensure that that takes place at some early opportunity. If 
the parliamentary secretary is too busy, I am sure that Hon Liza Harvey, MLA, whose seat that is, would be 
prepared to find the time to deputise on her behalf and open the school for her. 

Hon Donna Faragher: I’ll do it! 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I am sure that our shadow Minister for Education and Training, Hon Donna Faragher, 
would be prepared to do it also, and I would be happy to do it. 

Hon Peter Collier: I would! 
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Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I am sure Hon Peter Collier would be happy to do it. It is a great honour to open 
a new school—a new facility—on behalf of the state. I am just astonished that this government cannot bring itself 
to do that. Perhaps it is not a Labor-prospect seat; maybe that is the reason. It does not need to go there. But, please, 
on behalf of the parents, the children and the teachers, open the school. 
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